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of Colonel Charles May, a distinguished officer in the war with
Mexico. He was true as steel, brave as a lion, and gave great
assistance to the Baltimore's men the night of October 16th, and
afterwards.

On the morning of December 11, 1891, the Baltimore sailed
from Valparaiso. As she steamed out of the harbor she was
cheered by the Yorktown and the foreign vessels there. The
German, French and English flagships hoisted the international
code signal wishing her a pleasant passage, and each of these
was acknowledged by a signal from the same code expressing
thanks. It was not until a year or more afterwards that the fact
of the Chilean senior officer having made the same signal was
made known. Whether the background of the Chilean ship ob-
structed, or whether the delay in making the signal until the
distance was too great to distinguish signals was the cause, is
not known; but the Chilean signal was not seen, and, therefore,
was not answered, as otherwise it would have been.

"Within four days the Baltimore arrived at Callao, from which
port the following telegram was sent in cipher by her com-
mander :

ETANS, Steamer Yorktown, Valparaiso:

The BaMimore arrived yesterday.    What is the news?

SCHLEY.

The reply received was that all was quiet as when the Balti-
more had sailed. There was some difficulty and delay in getting
coal at Callao, owing to the small number of lighters available,,
but the Baltimore got under way at noon of December 19th, and,
after a pleasant run through the pleasantest part of the Pacific,
sighting the Gallapagos Islands and Cape St. Lucas in Lower
California, reached San Francisco at 9.30 on January 5, 1892,
the date given in a despatch to the secretary for her arrival at
that port.

Orders were found at San Francisco directing the cruiser
to proceed at once to the Mare Island Navy-Yard, where she
arrived and went into dock at sundown the same day. When
the usual official call was made on the commandant, Kear
Admiral John Irwin, he stated that Colonel W. B. Eemey, judge
advocate-general of the Navy, had arrived the same morningold sensa-
